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education
Mississippi College School of Law (J.D.,
2007)
Spring Hill College (B.A., English, 2004)

admissions
Louisiana
Mississippi
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

industries
Construction

services
Appellate
Commercial Litigation
Government Relations, Contracts, and
Lobbying

honors

With litigation, there is a cast of characters – the
client(s), the attorneys, the Judge, their staff, our
staff, third parties, and so on. Working through a
complex litigation matter is always interesting
because each “character” plays a role in the conflict
and ultimate resolution. I enjoy putting a case
together, investigating the evidence, figuring out
“where the wheels fell off” and then developing a
compelling case for my client.
Zelma Murray Frederick serves a diverse client base in all
aspects of litigation with a focus on commercial,
construction, governmental, and collection disputes.
The core of Zelma’s practice consists of construction
matters, including advising clients regarding front-end
issues related to risks and contract negotiations,
navigating bid disputes for public contracts; providing
assistance and practical solutions as issues arise during
ongoing construction, preserving and enforcing lien rights
under the Public and Private Works Acts, and
aggressively litigating cases in state and federal courts as
well as in alternative dispute resolution proceedings. In
her practice, Zelma also handles governmental disputes;
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 "Forty Under 40,” Baton Rouge
Business Report, 2018
 Louisiana Super Lawyers "Rising Star"
(General Litigation; Construction
Litigation: Business; Creditor Debtor
Rights: Business; Government
Contracts), 2018–2020

affiliations
Professional
 Louisiana State Bar Association
 Baton Rouge Bar Association (Holiday
Star Committee Chair, 2012; Attorney
Volunteer for Thirst for Justice)
 Federal Bar Association
 The Mississippi Bar Association
 Baton Rouge Area Chamber, Baton
Rouge Area Leadership Program, 2017
 Forum 35
 Forum 35's John W. Barton, Sr.
Community Leadership Program, 2015
 Wex Malone Inns of Court
Community
 Junior League of Baton Rouge,
Financial Vice President (2016–2017),
President-Elect (2017–2018), President
(2018–2019)
 Member of Club Blue, a young
professional affinity group of Boys &
Girls Club of Greater Baton Rouge
 Boys & Girls Club eMentor
 The Emerge Center, Board of Directors

commercial and consumer collection matters, and
litigation support in other areas, including general,
education, and civil rights litigation.
Zelma also routinely handles matters arising under the
Louisiana Lease of Movables Act, which governs
recovery of leased collateral located in Louisiana.
Whether the item at issue is a consumer vehicle,
construction equipment, or leased fleets, she has both an
in-depth knowledge of the applicable statutes and a
streamlined process for clients to exercise their recovery
rights quickly and cost-effectively.
As a practitioner, Zelma approaches her cases from an
eminently practical perspective. She is a gifted
communicator who believes that even in the most
contested disputes, not every issue is worth a fight; and
that much of the work of resolving disputes is based on
relationships with people, narrowing down the scope of
the dispute to the crux of the issues, and importantly,
checking everyone’s ego at the door.
By keeping the client’s goals and priorities at the forefront
of her strategy, and always looking for workable avenues
for resolving disputes, even one issue at a time, she
excels at identifying practical ways to eliminate or whittle
down the problem. This requires adaptive and strategic
thinking, as well as the ability to read and work with other
parties, allowing her to present and implement solutions
that lead to the best result.
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